
 

 

Writing Your Landowner Story 
“The best argument in the world won’t change a single mind.   

The only thing that can do that is a good story.”  - Richard Powers 
As impacted landowners, we play a considerable role in the federal government’s decision to deny or 

approve the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Pacific Connector Pipeline and Jordan 
Cove LNG project, which also permits the use of eminent domain to be used. 

One major opportunity to influence the decision, which is made by the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC), is to submit comment(s) on the company’s plans, which are called the Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)” before July 5th, 2019.  

The DEIS is supposed to include the full list of possible impacts of the terminal and the pipeline, such 
as eminent domain, damage to waterways, air quality and wildlife, job loss or creation, loss to property value, 
greenhouse gas pollution, as well as disruption of your life due to construction, risk of explosion, proximity of 
the pipeline to your drinking water, etc. Organizations, agencies, scientists and the general public will be 
submitting comments on all aspects of this project, but as landowners, WE HAVE THE CONNECTION TO 
THE LAND, AND WE HAVE THE STORIES.  

Telling your own landowner story is a personal and powerful way to help sway the decision against 
this project.  Remember, landowners played a key role in defeating the project in 2016. A good landowner 
story is a heartfelt account of what your land means to you and how it will be affected by the proposed 36” 
gas pipeline. It also provides fuel for legal challenges to overturn the Certificate, should FERC approve it. 

We (a group of volunteer landowners also threatened by this project) have put together this list of 
items with input from attorneys to craft powerful comments when you are writing your landowner story. You 
may want to use some or all of these items in telling your story. It’s very important to describe what damage 
could occur to your property and way of life if the pipeline were built. 

• Tell us about you first. Who you are, what you do.  Maybe you're a young family, maybe you're a 
retired couple. Maybe you have some hardships. Are you or anyone in your family a veteran?   

• Tell us about your land.  Where is it, what is the setting? Why did you move there? Has your family 
lived there for many generations? Describe what you see when you look out your window. Why is 
your land important to you? For you, your family, children, grandchildren, others? Where is your 
favorite spot to be on the land? 

• Describe the route of the pipeline through your land, as best as you can: length, proposed work 
areas, proximity to your house, if it crosses your driveway or another access road, fences, etc. 

• How do you use your land?  Agricultural, timber, recreation, family residences, subsistence, business, 
rental property, etc.  

• Water in southern Oregon is very precious. Do you have a well or spring on your property that 
supplies water for your household, or for agricultural uses? Does a wetland, creek, or river cross your 
property? How does the pipeline path impact these, or their watersheds? Also include if you don’t 
know where your spring/well/groundwater are coming from. 



 

 

• Talk about the natural resources there.  Perhaps you have wildlife habitat, streams, riparian areas, 
fishery habitat, timber, hunting spots; describe these resources as best you can, and how they might 
be impacted by construction. 

• Are there irreplaceable landmarks or features in the construction area? A particular grove of trees, a 
prime fishing hole, the grave of a family pet, a historic stone wall or building, or conservation 
easement? Are there cultural resources on your property? Features don’t have to seem “valuable,” 
they can be simply sentimental.  

• Tell how and why the proposed pipeline and LNG facility would affect your property.  Maybe it would 
affect your water supply, your privacy, how you could manage your livestock, or how it would affect 
your daily life. Describe any loss of property value you expect from a pipeline, or plans that you had 
for the right-of-way that were interrupted by the pipeline.  

• How would the company’s maintenance of the permanent right-of-way disrupt you? (Staff 
monitoring of the route, regular mowing and herbicide spraying to keep vegetation low, restrictions 
on construction and heavy equipment on the right-of-way, etc). 

• Are you concerned about your safety because of the pipeline? Perhaps your area is already prone to 
landslides, wildfires, or winter flooding. Construction in summer may increase fire risk.  

• For those with timber, the pipeline would interfere with logging practices and increase cost to 
manage timber. How would this impact you or your finances? 

• Describe how you feel about eminent domain being used for a Canadian corporation to export 
primarily Canadian gas through your property. (ex: Violation of your rights, Misuse of eminent 
domain, Not a public use or in the public interest, etc.) 

• Jordan Cove has been applying for a Certificate for well over a decade. How has this affected you? 
What time and resources have you already spent trying to protect your property? How has the stress 
impacted your family, your business, or your health? 

• Finish with requests for FERC: 
o Include in the Final EIS the impacts you mentioned, 
o Require Pacific Connector to provide up-to-date alignment maps of the entire route before 

the Final EIS, 
o Deny the Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity. 

 
Submit your comment to FERC by July 5th 

IMPORTANT: If you are registered as an Intervenor with FERC, it is highly recommended that you file your 
comment online, instead of by mail. You must also take extra steps to “serve the list” after filing your 
comment. See additional instructions, and contact Maya at 541-841-2330 or maya@noLNGexports.org if 
you need assistance. If you are not registered as an Intervenor, please contact us to start this process. 

IMPORTANT: If you are represented by the Niskanen Center, send your comment to Megan Gibson before 
submitting to verify that it will not jeopardize your case: mgibson@niskanencenter.org 


